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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Office of Research and Planning provided the first comprehensive analysis of grades at
Nova Southeastern University in 1996. Because of the way data were organized, it was not.
possible at that time to report grades based on place of class instruction (on-campus and off-
campus).

Since then, Research and Planning has conducted analyses of grades by faculty affiliation

status (full-time faculty and part-time faculty) and by place of class instruction (on-campus
courses and off-campus courses). These analyses focused on courses taught during Winter
Term 1997, with breakouts provided for each academic center.

The purpose of this report is to build on these studies and to report on grades by place of

class instruction for selected courses in the Center for Psychological Studies. Specifically,

this report focused on three courses in the Master’s Program in Mental Health Counseling,
which is offered both on-campus and off-campus:

= PSY 0512  Human Development and Learning
= PSY 0612  Substance Abuse
= PSY 0675 Case Conceptualization

These courses were purposely selected by administrative staff in the Center for Psychological
Studies to represent courses from the beginning, middle, and end of the program.

Following guidelines established by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools:

= All courses offered in either Broward County or Miami-Dade County were
considered on-campus courses.

= All courses offered at other locations were considered off-campus courses.

This level of analysis should further support the University’s many efforts to assess the
comparability of campus-based courses to courses offered at distance education sites.

For all three courses, off-campus students were in parity with on-campus students in terms of
the relative frequency of successful grades received. There were no instances where on-
campus students received at a significant level (p < .05) a greater frequency of successful
grades than off-campus students.

Using the frequency of successful grades as a unit of measure, this study provides a degree
of evidence that off-campus students enjoy academic success that certainly meets the level of
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academic success experienced by on-campus students. To gain a better sense of academic ™"
achievement between on-campus students and off-campus students, this study offered the
recommendation that the Center for Psychological Studies should provide some type of
common assessment (possibly a common final examination) in selected courses that are
offered in both formats. Then, it would be possible to empirically determine achievement of
on-campus students and off-campus students on an equivalent examination or other common
assessment instrument.
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BACKGROUND

The Office of Research and Planning provided the first comprehensive analysis of grades at
Nova Southeastern University in 1996 (Grades at Nova Southeastern University: Fall Term .
1993, Fall Term 1994, and Fall Term 1995; 1996). A limitation of that report was that
grades could only be reported by academic center and not by place of class instruction (on-
campus and off-campus). Since then, Research and Planning has reported on grades by
faculty affiliation status (4 Comparison of Final Grades Awarded by Full-Time Faculty and
Part-Time Faculty by Academic Center for Winter Term 1997, 1998) and by place of class
attendance (4 Comparison of Final Grades Awarded in Campus-Based Courses and Courses
Offered Through Distance Education for Winter Term 1997, 1998).

The purpose of this report is to build on these studies and to report on grades by place of
class instruction for selected courses in the Center for Psychological Studies. Specifically,
this report focused on three courses in the Master’s Program in Mental Health Counseling,
which is offered both on-campus and off-campus:

= PSY 0512  Human Development and Learning

u PSY 0612  Substance Abuse

" PSY 0675  Case Conceptualization

Guidelines established by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools were used to
provide an operational definition of on-campus instruction and off-campus instruction:

u All courses offered in either Broward County or Miami-Dade County were
considered on-campus courses.

During Winter Term 1997, 75.7 percent of all grades in the Center for
Psychological Studies were awarded in on-campus classes.

u All courses offered at other locations were considered off-campus courses.

During Winter Term 1997, 24.3 percent of all grades in the Center for
Psychological Studies were awarded in off-campus classes.
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METHODOLOGY

The methodology used for Grades at Nova Southeastern University: Fall Term 1 993, Fall
Term 1994, and Fall Term 1995 (1996) was quite useful and the methodology for this report
largely replicates the procedures used in that prior study:

L. The computing center provided the original extract file on November 11, 1997.

This date provided an approximate fod,r~ month interim from the end of Winter Term
1997 and the creation of the extract file, allowing sufficient time for adjustment to
most Incomplete grades and the posting of any late grades.

2. The extract file was purposely prepared so that the five column cluster code for each
course was identified, allowing for later discrimination between on-campus courses
and off-campus courses.

3. Administrative staff in the Center for Psychologicahl‘ Studies selected three courses
from the Master’s Program in Mental Health Counseling, which is offered to both on-

campus students and off-campus students. These courses were purposely selected to
represent courses from the beginning, middle, and end of the program.

4. Grades were organized into two separate categories:

= Successful grades (A, B, C, and Pass)

= All other grades
The chi-square test was then used to determine if there were differences in the frequency of
successful grades awarded to on-campus students and off-campus students.

RESULTS

Table 1 provides a degree of University-wide context to the frequency of successful grades

~ and all other grades for on-campus students and off-campus students during Winter Term
1997- ‘Table 2 focuses exclusively on the Center for Psychological Studies and the frequency
of successful grades and all other grades for on-campus students and off-campus students
during Winter Term 1997. For the entire center, there was no difference in the frequency of
successful grades awarded between on-campus students and off-campus students.. . .

Tables 3.A to 3.C specifically relate to the three courses selected for this study. For all
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three courses selected for this study, off-campus students were in parity with on-campus
students in terms of the relative frequency of successful grades received. There were no
instances where on-campus students received, at a significant level (p < .05), a greater
frequency of successful grades than off-campus students.

SUMMARY

The University is compelled by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to
demonstrate that "[ ] its distance learning programs are effective and comply with all
applicable Criteria" (Criteria for Accreditation; 1998, p. 40). The Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools has further compelled the University to "Provide documentation that all
distance learning courses are comparable to the on-campus courses and that the goals for
each off-campus site are clear and explicit and are assessed regularly " (personal
communication from J. T. Rogers, July 2, 1998).

This report, in parity with findings identified in 4 Comparison of Final Grades Awarded in
Campus-Based Courses and Courses Offered Through Distance Education for Winter Term
1997 (1998), provides a degree of evidence that off-campus students enjoy academic success
that certainly meets the level of academic success experienced by on-campus students. Using
the frequency of successful grades as a unit of measure, the findings of this report provide
ample evidence that "distance learning courses are comparable to the on-campus courses. "

To gain a better sense of academic achievement between on-campus students and off-campus
students, this study offered the recommendation that the Center for Psychological Studies
should provide some type of standardized assessment (possibly a common final examination)
in selected courses that are offered in both formats. Then, it would be possible to
empirically determine achievement of on-campus students and off-campus students on an
equivalent examination or other common assessment instrument.

Page 3

W



REFERENCES

A Comparison of Final Grades Awarded by Full-Time Faculty and Part-Time Faculty by
Academic Center for Winter Term 1997. (1998). Fort Lauderdale, Florida: Nova
Southeastern University. Research and Planning Report 98-09.

A Comparison of Final Grades Awarded in Campus-Based Courses and Courses Offered
Through Distance Education for Winter, Term 1997. (1998). Fort Lauderdale,
Florida: Nova Southeastern University. Research and Planning Report 96-10.

Grades at Nova Southeastern University: Fall Term 1993, Fall Term 1994, and Fall Term
1995. (1996). Fort Lauderdale, Florida: Nova Southeastern University. Research
and Planning Report 96-19.

Criteria for Accreditation. (1998). Decatur, Georgia: Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges.

Page 4

10




APPENDIX:

Tables 1 to 4

Page 5

11




el

‘sured1aunod
paseq-sndwes J19y3 uey} Sopeisd
[nIssadons Jo Aouonbaly 1918013

A[IueolJTUSIS B PIATROaI UOHIRBINDI
9duElSIp Y3noay paIsjjo
$9SINOJ U PI[[OIUS SHUIPMIS

-suredisiunod
paseq-sndwed 119y} uey} sopeisd
[nyssao0ns Jo Aouanbaij 1918213

Apueoyrugis B paAladal UoNeoNpa
aoueIsIp Y3noly) parsyio
$3SINOD Ul PI[[OIU3 SIUSPNIS

-syedigiunod
paseq-sndwes 119y} ULy} Sopeld
[nyssadons Jo Aousnbaiy 19jea13

APUBOLJTUSIS B PIAIIAI UOTIBINDS
90UBlSIp YInoIy) pa1ajjo
$9SINOD Ul PI[[0IU SIUSPMIS

100°

100°

100°

€6

“¥91

S0s

88¢

S09

061

L08'T

8pe’E

c\V
i

drysinsusidanug
pue ssaursng Jo [00YdS

oomnv ............... GOMHNUzB :%O
JUSWSOURAPY SU3 JOJ JAUS) IS[YOST

§atprys
sjenpeiSiopu) 10} Iaua)) Ieynbieg

sisA[euy axenbg-1y) jo s3nsoy

d

Jouelsiq

sndure))

oueISIq

sndure) JI9JUI)) JIWIPBIY

sapesn 1YIO NV

ssed ‘D ‘d ‘V

:S9pEBIS) [NJSSIONG

L66] WY, JOJUIAY :J9JUd) JMULpedy £q pue

U013B07] SSB[D JO 3de[d Aq Sapetd) I3YlQ [V pue (ssed ‘9 ‘g “Y) Sopels) [nJssadng jJo Lxyeuruung

1 3IqeL

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.



RN

L 98ed

1

‘suredIaiunod
paseq-sndured 11y} Uy} Sopeisd
[nyssaoons Jo Aduanbaiy 19380138

A[ueolJrugis B paAladal UoneINpd
9oue)ISIP Y3noIy} paIsjjo
$9SINOJ UT PI[[OIUS SIUIPNMS

‘paseq-snduied ale oYM SIUSPMIS
pUE UOIIBONPa 90URISIP YSNOIY}
P3I39JJ0 $3SINOJ Ul PI[[OIUS
SIUSPMIS Uaamlaq popleme
sopeId [nyssadons jo Kouanbayy
93 UI 9JUIIIJIP OU SI I3,

100°

LOO

808

9P

€LET

06

SLO'8

66V

609°1

........... $351N07) UOEONPH
90URISI(] PUE $3SIN0D) paseg-sndwe)

Mog M SISU) JIWSPedY Inodg [V

saIpry§ [e2150[0ydASd 103 I3

¢

O

IC

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



|

g a8eg

o
*

“(L00" = d) paidasoe st stsaypodAH [INN oy pue 91", = aIenbs-14) :3urpury

‘(100" S d) papieme sopeid 1ayjo [[e pue sape1d [nyssadons jo Aouanbayy
o) SuIpIedal $3SIN0D UOHEINPI SJUEISIP PUE SISINOD Paseq-sndured UsamMIaq 20USISJJIp JUBIYIUSIS A[[edNSIEIS OU ST 213y,

:s1sapodAH [INN

gz 9 9l w6 80I'CT € 89 I T T v8F 89 pTEL. Tttt T IVILIOL

7Y 8 9  T6 66¥ o 0 T 6 VT TI€T 99 66¢ [e101qng

uoneonpg S0uEIsI(l

669°T S 06 S6 609°T ¥ 89 I €2 1T €€ 69 S9I'I [eloqng

69 £ T L6 L9 o 0 L S ST LI $9 S¥ AunoDd apeq-turery

0€9°T & 88 6 Tys'T ¥ 89 T 8l 1T 9¢€ 69 0TIl funo) premoig

uonIMIsu] paseg-sndwe)

N % N % N % N % N % N % N snje)s £ynoeg
[e10L seper) [ejoiqng ssed 0 q \4

HBYO 11V

Sape.Ir) [NJSsIdINg

SIIPNIS [BI1S0[0YIASJ 10J JIIUID) :UOIIBIOTT SSBD JO de[d £q SIPRIH LEET W], JIUIM JO Areunung

¢ 9lqeL

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



SUOI103s 95102 snduwed-JJ0 pUE SUONIIS 3SINOD sNdWed-UO UIIMISq 20UAISJJIP IUBdIUSIS [[ed1sIIels OU SI a1ay],

bl

“(¢01° = d) pardaooe st sisoqodKY [N 2yl pue 99°7 = dIenbs-14)

6 8.

= wav 1IVAVY AdOO 1534

&1

(50" s d) papieme sopeis 1ay10 [[e pue sape1d [ryssadons jo Kouanbayy oy Surpredal

16 0z 8T 08 € 0 0 T T LT ST IS Oy oottt TVIOL

S A A S TR > 0 0 T 1 LT oo o [01qng

. moneonpy 30UESI

9% €19 18 O 0 0 T I T €1 LS 9T oot [ei0ang

0 0o 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 oo funoD) apeC-IWRIN

9% ST 9 L8 OF 0 0 T 1 8 €1 L5 9T s fiuno) premoig

~ uononnsuf paseq-sndue)

N % N % N % N % N % N % N - smers Knoed
B10L sape.n) [e101qnS ssed I q v

LBPO IV

SIpeIS) [NJSsaNS

(Surures| pue juswdopAsq UeWNH) ZISO ASd :UONEIOT SB[ JO 3deld £q SIPEBID L6 UL, IIUIM Jo Atewrung

V't 3lqeL

:3urpur]

:s1sapod4AH 1NN

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



sjuspnys sndwes-JJo y1oq 10J ,SIPRID 19YIQ) [[V, 10} SUOIIBAISSQO 0I9Z 319 213y} 20urs payndwod 2q Jou ued arenbs-14)H

SUONY3$ 35In0d sndwed-JJ0 pue SUONDIS 35IN0d sndWed-Uuo Uam)aq a0UISJJIP JuedyrugIs A|[eonsiiels ou st aIay],

0T 98ed

,'SSeJ 10 ‘D ‘g ‘Y, Ue paaladal os[e sjuapmys sndures-jjo [[e pue ,ssed 10 ‘D ‘g ‘Y, UB PIAIdAI
sjuaprys sndwed-uo [y "SISA[eUE SIY} 10} AIeSsadsuun ST 1s9) [eniualsyur ue ‘A[Surp1odooy “sjuepnys sndures-uo pue

“(co° s d) papieme sape1d 19410 [[e pue sapeid [nyssaoons jo Aouanbaiy oy Surpiedal

8T 0 0 001 8T 0 0 0 O IT ¢ 68 ST B A A HOA

31 0 0 001 81 0 0 0 O Iz 68 91 [e301qns

uoneonpy OUBISIJ

01 0 0 001 01 0 0 0 O 01 06 6 [elo1qns

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O Auno) spe-1weljy

01 0 0 00T 01 0 0 0 0 01 06 6 Ajuno) premoig

uononnsuy paseg-sndure)

N % N % N % N % N % % smyeys Aynoe
[ej0L Sope.r) [ejoiqng ssed D q v

LYo IV

Sapels) [nJssadong

(asnqy 2dueISqNS) 7190 ASd :UOIIBIOT SSE[D) JO 3de[J AQq SOPBIS L66T W], JIUIM Jo Arewuing

a°¢ dIqeL

‘gurputy

:s1saiodAY 1INN

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



SUOI109S 9SIN0D sndWwed-JJO PUB SUOIIDAS 3SINOD SNAWEI-UO UIIMIIQ JOUISJJIP JUBDYIUSIS A[[eO1ISIIRls OU ST aIay [,

to

“(zo1" = d) paidaooe st sisaiodAY [INN a3 pue 96°[ = arenbs-1y)

I1 23ed

318VIVAY AdOO 1538

‘(c0° s d) popieme sapeiS 15y10 [[B pue sapeld [nyssa0ons Jo Aousnbaiy oy Suipiedsl

Y6 12 9% 06 0 0 0 0 - pe TE 79 8 0 T Cro Y V1oL

¥9 9 14 ¥6 09 0 O 0 0 ge 1T 19 6¢ [elo1qng

UOIEINpY SOUEISICT

0¢ 0 0 00T Ot 0 0 0 O Le 11 €9 61 [el01qns

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 £uno) spe(-TweIN

0¢ 0 0 00T 0O¢f 0 0 0 0 Le 11 £9 61 Auno) premorg

uoronysu] paseg-sndwe))

N % N % N % N % N % N % N smels Aynoes
[eor SopeldH [ejoiqns ssed D qd A4

PYO IV

SIpeIs) [NJSSaIng

(uonpezifen}daouo)) 3se))) S290 ASd :UONEIOT SSE[D) JO 3dB[d £q SIPRID L66T WYY, IIUIM Jo Areunung

J°EdlqeL

‘Suiputy

:s1sapodAH [N

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



Table 4

Comparison of Successful Grades During Winter Term 1997 for Three Courses
Offered On-Campus and Off-Campus

Course Chi-square P Significant difference at p < .05
PSY 0512 2.66 .103 © No  Off-Campus = On-Campus
PSY 0612 n/a’ n/a No  Off-Campus = On-Campus
PSY 0675 1.96 .162 No  Off-Campus = On-Campus
. Chi-square can not be computed since there were zero observations for "All

Other Grades" for both off-campus students and on-campus students.
Accordingly, an inferential test is unnecessary for this analysis. All-on-
campus students received an "A, B, C, or Pass" and all off-campus students
also received an "A, B, C, or Pass."
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